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in a bale of carpet, gained admittance to his presence.
When the carpet was unrolled and the queen appeared to
view, the great conqueror was captivated at the spectacle.
She was now about twenty-one, slender and graceful and
of bewitching manner. Caesar was about fifty-two, but
thoroughly susceptible to the charms of youth and beauty.
He warmly espoused her cause, and, after a conflict which
nearly ended his career, restored her to the throne; and
as Ptolemy XII. had been accidentally drowned in the
Nile, he associated a younger brother, Ptolemy XIII., as
her consort in the kingdom.

This is perhaps the most fascinating period in the life
of Cleopatra, when, just entering upon her womanhood,
she captivates the great commander and becomes, for a
season, his Aspasia. In Egyptian eyes their union was
regarded as a marriage, and the relations of these two
never assumed the grossness and voluptuousness that were
later exhibited by Antony and Cleopatra. Caesar, with all
his lofty intelligence, no doubt found in her one whose in-
tellectual faculties rose to the level of his own. He passed
the winter in her company, but at last had strength of
mind enough to break away from her seductions, that
he might continue his conquests and establish his dicta-
torship at Rome. When at the height of his power,
he summoned to Rome Cleopatra, with his young son,
Caesarion, and gave them a residence in his villa on the
Tiber. Here she lived in splendid state, and exercised a
dominating influence over the ruler of the world, much to
the disgust of the Romans. It was the height of her
ambition to have Caesar proclaim their son Caesarion his
heir, but the dictator in this regard resisted her allure-
ments, and remained true to Roman traditions. Upon
Caesar's assassination, Cleopatra, disappointed in her
fondest hopes, hastily returned to Egypt and her throne.